
Growing Christ-Centered  Community 
in a Distracting World 

CTL News, September 11, 2016 

Central United Methodist Church 

134 YEARS YOUNG  

Still growing to provide the spiritual needs of our community 

On January 15, 1882 our Church was organized [as a part of the “Methodist Episcopal Church –South”] by 6 

charter members, this occurred in a rented room located on Gold Avenue that was known as “The Mission 

Chapel”.  Members of this group had been meeting informally at this location since June 1879. 

In December 1883 the Church moved into a small frame Church at 318 Arno SE, the Church was known as 

“Highland Methodist Episcopal Church. 

In 1912 construction was completed on the new Sanctuary located on the NW corner of Central Avenue and 

Arno.  This Sanctuary was, at that time, considered one of the most magnificent buildings in the city.  During 

that period the name was changed to Central Avenue Methodist Church, South.    

The Church grew to 250 members by 1924. 

By 1949 membership had grown to 1,930 making it clear, room for expansion was needed, so on August 14, 

1950 ground was broken for the first phase of the construction at Central’s present location.  The first worship 

service was held in the Sanctuary December 23, 1951.   

As the needs of the congregation and community grew, Central expanded this facility in 1958, 1979, and 1988.  

There was a major remodeling done in 1995. 

The Church became known as Central United Methodist Church in 1968.    

134 years after Central was organized we continue in the footsteps of those who came before, those who 

made Central what it is today.  

 Today we have three different styles of worship on Sundays: Classic, Contemporary, and Outreach. 

Today we have multiple Bible studies during the week and numerous Sunday school classes. Today we have 

our TV Ministry reaching some 100,000 families on KAZQ.  Today, in addition to all of the ministries inside the 

church, we engage in ministries in our community like: UNM, Lowell Elementary School, Saranam, and Project 

Share. 

Over these many years our Church has become a Central presence in Albuquerque where the grace of Jesus 

Christ is CENTRAL to life with God, self and our neighbors. 
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Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving… 

A Greener  Approach 

to Contributions! 

CHURCH STAFF              Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Rick Wild, Organist 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Kathy Gough, Office Assistant  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Alesha Bird, ASL Interpreter 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ TV-32—Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Classic Service     8:30am & 11:00am 

Contemporary              11:00am 

Community of Hope        1:00pm 

Sermon Series 

“From Script to Stage: Faith as Improvisation” 

Spiritual Retreat 

September 24th, 9:00-3:00pm @ Canossian Spirituality Center 

A retreat registration table will be set up in the Gathering 

Area on two Sundays, September 11 and 18, before and 

between the 11:00 a.m. services. Cash or check for $20 

includes lunch. All women--members, friends, guests-- are 

welcome. Rev. Kelly is the Retreat Leader, and her topic is:  

"The Pleasure of God: Finding Grace in the Ordinary." Let’s Study Romans! 

From Augustine to Luther, Tyndale to Wesley, people for years 

have seen Romans as a cornerstone of Christian understanding 

of God's will and plan for us. We will begin a study of this 

important epistle on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in 

Room 304, beginning September 12th. A variety of study tools 

will be used, including Wesley's notes, a study guide available 

for free on the internet, and other resources. Discussions will 

be facilitated by Keith Smith, and participants are encouraged 

to come with viewpoints, questions, and a seeking mind.  

For more information, or to sign up, contact Keith at 

smithkw@gmail.com or text or call 505-234-4959. 

Monday Night Bible Study 

Starting September 12, 6:30-8:00pm, Room 311 

Relationships!! We've all got them - ranging in importance from 

'very' to 'not so much'.  This year we're going to search the 

Bible for the facts of the foundational relationship of our lives - 

the one that determines the quality of all the others - our 

relationship with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

Questions - contact George (918-4533) or Donna (353-1197) 

Faulhaber 

SARANAM 

Working in partnership with our community, the S.T.A.R. (Support, Tutoring And Resources) Center provides after school activities 

that meet our Saranam families’ specific needs. Our services have a strong focus on effective academic enrichment, physical 

fitness, nutritional and life skills activities that challenge our children and families, and make learning fun. In a safe and engaging 

environment, we learn how to interact with, perceive, influence and relate to others to enhance our lives, and promote academic 

success. We value community engagement and believe that volunteer involvement can have a positive impact on a child’s future.    

We are looking for volunteers to be extra adults in our children's life skills groups, homework help, reading circles as well as 

qualified basic math, algebra, English and French tutors for private tutoring sessions to help both our student parents, and 

our children.   

To volunteer, contact Debra Maese @ (505) 620-9401 and attend a training session. 

Thrift Shop 

CLEARANCE SUNDAY 

Fill a bag for $2.00 

(Not including Jewelry)  

http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
http://www.centraltolife.org/
mailto:smithkw@gmail.com

